e recently reported pes-
slmism  among e
searchers over the fall-
wure of an AIDS vaccing
has reignited 0 spectacular sl
ence controversy
15 HIV the cause of AIDG?

promising candidate for an lll\'
waccine were stopped after It
furned out b bea dud. The clinical
trials shownd that the vaocine
might have: who re
owtved It gremtor risk of nfection
rather than preventing HIV or re-
thucing its effect. A survey of top
'AIDS sclentists conducimd by The
Independent showed most bedieved
& vaccine was nowhere near, with
soane even bedleving that effective
immunization aginst HIV may
mever be pessible.

“Nearly o Bbillion_dollars b
spent globally an AL resedrch
anmually, and yet the sobering re-
ality Is that s present there are no
promising candidates for an HIV
waccine,” wrote Harvard Medical
Sehool's Broce Walker in the jowr.
il Seiencr, summing up the fall-
wre of the expensive effort,

The developmsent has strength-
ened the position of a vocal mi-

rity of scientists who argue
that H'l\'!sn Iulrmk-cuwsso

dead e tissas. but not
T Mlh'l.lllllﬂs to the
end «

Ilmﬂuml"“! of

scientists includes Peter Dues-
berg. professor of molecular
eell blology at the University of
Callfornia, Berkeley, David Ras-
aiick, i prominent jcan -
chemist, and Nobel Inureate Kary
\Nulll‘\ anciber American bio-

mist. and enjoys the support of
‘.mnh African President Thabo
Mbekl. They have from the very
beyinning of the AIDS era—sup-
posed o be 1984 when US biomed.
leal researcher Robert Gallo pab-
lished a series of papers arguing
ehat HIV was the eause of AIDS—
questioned the “causal |mx b
tweon the virus rmdihle

Does HIV ¢

Al

The failure of a

much sought-after
vaccine against the

virus has re-ignited

an old debate.
Mayank Tiwari
explores the
controversy

PRSI .

senters clte in favour of thelr
oversent is skowed bealih fusi-
ing. especinlly in developing
countries, Cn May 10, the British
Medical Journal carried on arti-
:k'rnl.llmﬂrx UNAIDS 10 be shut

kln< and palicy mukers who do
not mgree with ibe prevalent
HIV/AIDS theory, says he has
been questioning the Indian
health ministry amd UNAIDS
about the scientific evidence be-
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sident notes
IV tests. i 0 get falsely pesith
for reasons such as pregnancy, flu and suto-immune diseases
mmmulasnl'wm Blﬂl ﬂﬂm(mdlm These
ni

Other devel
strengthened the posit Iull of the

In i, Mrﬂllﬂalnl_ who heads 3
 think tark, Healih

are cal viruses. studies that
ul\fdw b

the pop-
I.|l'll|l2ﬂ ilﬁh L) L,
highri health pol.

periodic rovisions of (he mumber
of progile suffering from AIDS: the

raphic factor, which is
ngainst the nature of infectious
viruses to spread reganiless of
identity clusters: and AIDS symp-
toms Like tubereulosks and eancer
beiny common results of lifestyle
conditions. Dueshery even sys
that it is AJDS drugs, such as AZT,
that couse the disease owini to

erm Workshop, argued thai
to0 Etch i bolng spent on HIV
compared 1o other discases wh!

kil e people. “1t ks no Jonger
heresy to point oul that far too
mtch is spent om HIV relative o
other needs and that this is dam-
aging bealth systems. Although
HIV canses 37% of mortality, it
recelves 25% of infernational

ey of ﬂw country ks being con.
trofled by International donors.
Can you believe that the entire
heealzh hudget of India ks jess than

Hothinking  AIDS pn-awm
Dravid Crowe says the AIDS “dog-

There HIV+ “lang-term survivars™ who never develop AIDS. Magic

Johnsan, who tested positive for HIV in 1991, is probably the most

famous example

AIDS cases e mmlnm in Mn—rish groups such as Imm:

sl men with drug iste. A

tributed evenly without respecting demographics

The diseases combined under the umbredla of AIDS are so vastly

Iumwmmmomy HIV ummlh:‘\. Some, like Kaposis sarcoma,
nd cervical [ mune

" persists
trained to obey thelr saporiors.

150 chi datn sbwing HIV+ indl-
vidaals tend 10 get AIDS when
thery tke AET and got ke i
thary stop taking the drag.

ABbong the main remsons dis-

HIV i of:
e exceends 10eal domsesthe Bealth
braddgets themselves.”
Purushottam Muloli, a New
Dokhi-based momber of Hothink
g AIDS, a loose group of schen.

meedical advice becoming dogma
due to the power of senlor med-
ieal people. The dogma of AIDS
has resalted In ness and
Ir eaused by tho stigma of

i
HIV+ status. ™

ymphoma, ot im
system despite the description of AIDS hTmﬂ ‘acquired immune

Last yoar, following the
National Family Heaith

ion health.
mnistry mheﬂll\e India-
specific HIVAIDS statistics

.5 million.
Though ululr.\s m mldl,
reluctant to admit
mmulawll
revised its estimates to
match india’s.

Ininlamlmnurlﬂns

Crowe,
Rethinking AIDS, gives. M e
soas far being virulently against
"AIDS orthodany™;

“ANDS lvolves serious rights
issues. People are being force:
fully administered toxic drugs.

“Third-werld countries are
divestng sizeabie funds for AIDS
drugs purchase, ignaring dis-

cases like m!lll“l U\ll il more
people.

I the LS, women wha do not
give HIV+ children anti-retrovi-
ﬂldmn;mlnrrxdbnqluenp
thesr custody.

“In Vexas, an HIV+ man has
been sentenced to 15 years in
priscn for spitting at a cop,

Mainstream view

‘l‘he HIV pandemic fits
the definition of ‘unusual,
not typical’. We all know this
iin our hearts. Can a single-
minded global effort be suc-
cussful? The answer is yes!
One has only to recall the
total success of the small
pox eradication campaign of
the mid-1500s and the

defici
HIVe

loncy syndeme’. Worse, the same disease
called one thing if & persan is HIV- and another (AIDS) o he or she | STOP-Polio campaign today.
=Michasel L Rekart, Disector,
An Increase in ADS STI/HIV Preventh d Contral,
AZT,  DNA- :mm.mlmdmwu‘ Kills cells. The logic is British Cohambia Centre for

spurious: HIV, which ks suppased to kil cels, ks being treated with
o

Disease Control, Vancouver

‘HI\I‘ is an emergency
requiring an unprecedented

AIDS has its tentacles in all
sectors. |t is mostly about
sensitive issues: sex, gender
inequality, sex work, homao-
sexuality, drug use, stigma
and discrimination, and all
have proved to be enormous
barriers to government and
civil society.”

~Paul De Lay, Director,
Evidence. Monitoring and Policy

Department, UNAIDS



