
Does HIV ca The controversy sur­
rounding HlV/AIDS is well
known In the country's gov­
ernment circles. Health min·
istry ofliclals told DNA they
were aware of the dissident.
"The debate Is within the
sclentific community and
can only be resolved by
them, we will go with the
consensus on HIV/AIDS," a
seniorofliclal said on the
condltlonofanonymlty.
last year, following the
National famUy Health
Survey, the union health
ministry reworked the India·
specific HIV/AIDS slatistics
and brought down lhenum­
bereIHIV+peoplefrom5.1
million to 2.5 mlillon.
Though UNAlDSwas Inltlally
reluctanttoadmltlthad
been wrong all along, It
revised its estimates to
match India's.

It violates human rights
David Crowe, president.

" Rethinking AIDS, gives his rea·

To ~g~~sl~~~~~x~~~lently against

"AIDS Involves serious rights
issues. People are being force·
fully administered toxic drugs.
"Third-world countries are
diverting si~eable funds lor AIDS
drugs purchase, ignoring dis·
eases like malaria that kill more
people.
"In the US, women who do not
giveHIV+chlldrenanti-retrovi·
raldrugsareforcedtogiveup
their custody.
"In Texas, an HIV+ man has
been sentenced 10JS years In
prison forspilting at a cop.
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'The HIV pandemic fits 'HIV is an emergency
the definition of 'unusual, requiring an unprecedented

not typical'. We all know this response, AIDS doesn't fit
in our hearts. Can a single- neatly into a health box.

minded global effort be suc- AIDS has its tentacles in all
cessful? The answer is yesl sectors. It is mostly about

One has only to recall the sensitive issues: sex, gender
total success of the small inequality, sex work, homo-

pox eradication campaign of sexuality, drug use, stigma
the mid·l900s and the and discrimination, and all

remarkable advances of the have proved to be enormous
STOP-Polio campaign today. barriers to government and

-Michael L Rekart, Director, civil society."
STl/HlVPreventionandControl, -Paul De Lay, Director,

Brltish Columbia Centre for Evidence, Monitoring and Policy

Disease Control, Vancou~r __---'-"':::.":::.rt:::.m':::."':::..":::.NA:::."",'

HIV tests are unrellable, People can get lalsely positlve outcomes
lor reasons such as pregnancy, llu and auto-immune diseases
HIV beIongstoa class 01 viruses tbat do not cause disease. These
are called passenger viruses. II Is in epidemiological studies that
HIV shows up as being correiated with AIDS
There HIV+ "long·term survivors" who never develop AIDS. Magic
Johnsell,wholestedposltiveforHiVln 1991, is probably Ihe most
lamousexample
AIDS c:ases are concentrated in high·rlsk groups such as homo5Cx­
ual men wlth a hIstory of drug use. An Infectious disease gets dis·
tributedevenlywithoutrespectlngdemographlcs
The diseases combined under the umbrella of AIDS are so vastly
different thai only HlV unites Ihem. Some, like Kaposi's sarcoma.
lymphoma, and cervical cancer, do not even involve the Immune
system despite the description 01 AIDS belng'acquired immune
deficiency syndrome'. Worse, the same disease (ruberculosis)is
called one thing lla person isHIV-and another (AIDS) II he Of she
is HlV+
An increase in AIDS·related deaths corresponds to consumption of
AZT, a DNA·chain terminating drug which kills cells. The logic is
spurious: HIV, which is supposed to kill cells. Is being treated with
a drug that itself kills cells

The failure of a
much sought-after
vaccine against the
virus has re-ignited
an old debate.
Mayank Tiwari
explores the
controversy

T
hereeelltlyroported)leS­
simism among re-

~~~r~ ~SI:~~~
has relgnlted a spectacu]arscl·
enceoonlro\'ers~

IsHlV the cause of AII)S?
Last September. AIDS re­

scarchcrs ....'Cl'cdeallahea.vyblow
when cllnicallrLalsof the mOSt
promlsingcandldateforanWV
vaccine were stopped after It
turnedouttobeadud.Thedinlcal
trlals showed that the wedne
might have put the people who re­
ceivedltatgreatcrriskoCinfectiOil
nllherthanproventlngHIVorre­
ducing its effect. A survey of lOP
AIOSscielllistsoonductedbyThe
Independent showoo most belle....ed
a vaccine was nowhere near. with
some even bclieving that efTcctivc
immunization against HIV may
nc..:er 00 possible.

"Nearly a billion dollars Is
spenl globally on AIDS research
annually. and ~'Ct the sobering re­
allty Is thatal present there are no
promlslngcandldalesforanHIV
vacclne,"wroteUarvardMedlcaJ
School's Bruce Walker In thejour·
nalSCfml'e,summlngupthefai!·
ureoftheexpenslveefforl.

1'he dcvclopment has strength·
ened the position of a vocal mi·
nnrhy of scientists who argue
thatHIVisaharmiesspas.senger

dead ~~ ~f~~e~ ~~t ~~
end ~~~I~~:~~gd~a:).

Thiscommunlt}'of
scientists Includes Pcler Dues­
berg,professorofmolecuJarand
cell biology at lhe University of
California, Ilerkeley, David Jl3s.
nick, a promlnenl American bin­
chemist.andNobellaureateKary
MuUis, another American bin­
chemlSl.andell,joysthesupporiof
Soulh African Presidenl Tha.bo
MbekJ. They have from the very
beginning of the AIDS era-sup-
posed to be 1984 when US blomed· senters cite In favour of their tists and policy makers who do
ical reseatocher Robert Gallo pul). movement is skewed health fund· not agree with the prevalent
lished a series of papers arguing Ing. especially In developing HIV/AIDS thoory, says he has
thatHIVwasthecallseofAIDS- countries. On May 10, the BritIsh been questioning the Indian
questioned. the "causal link" be- Medical Journal c-...rrled an artl· health ministry and UNAIDS
tween tile virus and the disease. cle calling for UNAIDS to be shut about the sclentrnc evidence be-

Other developments. too. have down as It dlstorlSl1eaith ftmdlng. hind labelling.sectionsof the pop­
strengthened the position of the Inil,RogcrEngland.whoheadsa ulatlon. such as homoscsuals.
AIDSdissidenls. Among theseare: Grenada·based think tank, Health high·rlskgroups. "The health pol·
periodic revisions of the number Systems Workshop, argued that Icy of the country IS being con­
ofpooplesulTcringfromA1DS;the too much Is being spent on HIV trolled by International donors.
demographic factor, which Is comparedtootherdlseaseswhlch Can you believe Ihat the entire
against the nature of Infectious klllmorepeople.~llisnoionger healthblldgetoflndiaislessthan
viruses to spread regardless of heresy to point OUI that far too the amount of International fund­
identity clusters;and AIDS symp- much is spent on HIV relative to ing the country receives on HIV?"
toms like tuberculosis and cancer other needs and t!tat this is dam· Rethinking AIDS president
being common results of lifestyle aging health systems.. Although David Crol',e says the AIDS "dog·
conditions. Duesberg even says HIV causes 3.7% of mortallty, It rna" persists because doctors are
that it isAIDSdrugs. such asAZT, receives 25% of international trained to obey their superiors,
that cause the disease owing to healthcareald and a big chunk of '11terearemanyexamplesofbad
their high toxlci!}: Thedlssenters domestic expenditure, HIV aid of· medical advice becoming dogma
also cite data showing HIV+ indio ten exceeds total domestic health due to the power of senior mod·
vlduals tend to get AiDS when budgets themsel\'CS." leal people. The dogma of AiDS
they take AZT and gel better if Purushottam MuloH. a New has resultod In hopelessness and
they slop taking the drug Delhi·based member of Rethink· despair caused by the stigma of

Among the main reasons dis- log AIDS, a loose group of sclen· HIV+ status. ..


